Mr. Billy Charles Carter

July 7, 1928 - December 25, 2020

Graveside services for Billy Charles Carter of Carthage, Texas will be held Thursday,
December 31, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at Harmony Hill Cemetery. Kevin Otto, Senior Pastor,
First United Methodist Church Carthage will officiate the graveside services. Visitation will
be from 1 — 2:00 p.m. prior to the service at the graveside. Services are under the
direction of Hawthorn Funeral Home and will be live-streamed for those who wish to
attend virtually by going to the website www.hawthornfuneralhome.com. Anyone wanting
to come to the cemetery is welcome, however despite being an outside venue, out of an
abundance of caution to minimize risk of exposure to family members, friends and funeral
staff, everyone is requested to please wear a mask and maintain a distance of at least 6
feet or more at all times. Thank you for your understanding at this difficult time.

Billy Charles Carter died in Panola County in the afternoon of Friday, December 25, 2020
at 92 years of age. Bill was born July 7, 1928 west of Beckville in the beautiful Sand Hills
community of Panola County, Texas. He was the only child born to W. H. (Kelly) Carter
and Pansy Williams Carter. Mr. Carter graduated from Beckville High School in the class
of 1945, graduated from Kilgore Junior College, and then graduated with honors from Sam
Houston State University with a degree in Agriculture. Upon graduation Mr. Carter
accepted a position teaching Agriculture at San Augustine High School. While in San
Augustine, Bill met Dorris Marie Fussell. They were married in 1952 in Panola County. In
1953 he was drafted into the U. S. Army during the Korean War, serving his country
stateside at Fort Smith Arkansas. After his military service, he took a position with the Soil
Conservation Service out of Upshur County, Texas. In 1959, in order to return to Panola
County and pursue cattle operations with his father on the family ranch, west of Beckville,
Bill and Dorris purchased and operated a grocery store in Tatum, Texas until 1974. In
1974, the family ranch, located on Caney Creek and Martin Creek, that had been in the
Carter family for multiple generations, was acquired by Texas Utilities for construction of
Martin Lake and its associated electricity generating plant. In 1974 Mr. Carter then
relocated his family in Panola County, west of Carthage, where he resided with his wife,
Dorris resided until his death.

Mr. Carter and his wife attended United Methodist Church of Carthage. Mr. Carter was
preceded in death by his parents, his brother-in-law Reverend W. L. Fussell, his brother-



in-law Billy Neal Fussell, as well as many of his dear and life-long friends, and extended
family members. Bill is survived by his devoted wife Dorris Marie Carter, his beloved
daughter Kathrine C. Ripper and her husband Bruce L. Ripper, sister-in-law Hazel McCary
Fussell, nephews Billy Neal Fussell Il and John Wesley Fussell, and cherished friends.
Honorary pallbearers are Troy Williams of Tatum; Dr. Wayne Kyle of Carthage; Travis Wall
of Delray; Billy Neal Fussell Il of Diana , John Wesley Fussell of San Antonio, Keith
Weaver of Longview, and Robert Kuykendall of Tatum. In lieu of flowers, donations in Mr.
Carter’'s name may be made to the Harmony Hill Cemetery Association (By check mailed
to PO Box 975 Tatum, Texas 75691; OR by deposit at Texas Bank of Tatum, OR email
clarrys1@yahoo.com for online direct deposit information).

An online guestbook may be signed at www.hawthornfuneralhome.com Hawthorn Funeral
Home (903-693-3816).



Cemetery Details

Harmony Hill Cemetery

CR 2183 in Rusk County

Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 31. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Harmony Hill Cemetery
CR 2183 in Rusk County

Graveside Service

DEC 31. 2:00 PM (CT)

Harmony Hill Cemetery
CR 2183 in Rusk County



Tribute Wall

To the family of Mr. Billy, we extend our prayer support to you all. Our community
has lost a fine man, he will be truly missed. God bless you all.

Becky Shoffner Eubank

Becky Shoffner Eubank - December 31, 2020 at 12:17 PM
We are praying for you. Mr. Carter was very special to my father. He always had
the highest admiration for Mr Carter. We have lost a good man.

Kay Mauritzen - December 30, 2020 at 11:30 AM

Years of Deep Respect and Friendship are remembered ]
fondly during this sad time of loss for our entire community.

The W.T. & Mildred Adams Family “

sam adams - December 29, 2020 at 08:28 PM

Deepest condolences and prayers for comfort and strength for your family.
Frankie Aaron family

Debbie Aaron - December 30, 2020 at 09:23 AM



