Mr. Billy Ray Cranford

January 28, 1929 - September 17, 2019

Mr. Billy R. Cranford of Carthage, Texas, age 90, passed peacefully at home
in Aztec, NM on September 17, 2019. Visitation for Mr. Billy R. Cranford will
be 6-8:00 p.m. at the Hawthorn Funeral Home on Saturday, September 21,
2019. Graveside services will be 2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 22, 2019 at
Walton Cemetery, with Dr. Dale Reed officiating.

Billy Ray Cranford was born January 28, 1929 in Panola County, Texas. He
was the 7th of 9 children born to the marriage of William Lee and Catherine
Elma Holt Cranford. Billy Ray married the love of his life, Faye June Chapman
Cranford January 10, 1951 in Cusseta, Chattahoochee County, Georgia. They
celebrated 62 years of marriage before Faye preceded him in death in July
2013.

Mr. Cranford had worked as a farmer, cab driver, heavy equipment operator,
and eventually retired as a pipeline area field superintendent from El Paso
Natural Gas after 35 years. The EPNG job required he and his family to
relocate various times throughout his career living in New Mexico and Texas.
He and Faye returned to Carthage to enjoy their retirement years. During
those early retirement years Billy Ray enjoyed hunting, fishing, gardening,
spending time with family and being outdoors. Bill was an avid sports fan of
the Astros and Cowboys. Bill was preceded in death by his parents, his eldest
son, Stephen Ray Cranford and his wife, Faye June Chapman. Additionally, all
of Mr. Cranford’s brothers and sisters, Lawrence Cranford, Bernard Cranford,
Lucille Hight, Robert Steve Cranford, L. D. Cranford, J. D. Cranford, Lee



Vernon Cranford and Virginia Shires.

Bill is survived by his other two children, Michael Shane Cranford of Houston,
Texas; Sherryl Cranford-Coffey and husband Ryan Coffey of Aztec, New
Mexico. Bill's granddaughter, Stacy and Jason Sandel of Farmington, NM and
great grandchildren, Stella and Jasper Sandel. His grandson, Chason and
Kim McMullen of Tuscaloosa Alabama and great grandchildren, Sarah Chase
and Mason McMullen. Additionally, Bill’s sister-in-law, Dr. Sherryl Pavlick of
Pittsburg, PA. As a result of extended family, Mr. Cranford was blessed and
took delight in his additional 5 great grandchildren. Kamiyrn, Kaleb and Hunter
Coffey of Carlsbad, NM; Sophia and Gabriel Badillo of San Antonio, Texas as
well as numerous nephews and nieces.

Billy Ray was baptized by Dr. Dale Reed'’s father Pastor Ottie Reed as a
young boy of 12. Bill said knowing Jesus as his personal savior, he was not
afraid of death. By his grace and mercy, | am His and He is mine and nothing
will change it. | look forward to being with Him for an eternity. My body is worn
and | am ready. His favorite scripture was John 3:16. Throughout Mr.
Cranford’s life he has been an advocate and supporter of children’s rights to
life. In lieu of flowers, please donate to your local church, local hospice or
other organizations that support children’s programs.

The family would like to take this opportunity to thank the wonderful people of
Basin Hospice in Farmington, NM

Pall bearers in attendance: Stacy Cranford, Blake Cranford, Brady Cranford,
Carlos Lotero, Brent Hight, and Andy Ward



Cemetery Details

Walton Cemetery

339 CR 227
Carthage, TX 75633

Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 21. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Hawthorn Funeral Home

307 West Wellington Street

P.O. Box 188

Carthage, TX 75633

(903) 693-3816
info@hawthornfuneralhome.com
https://www.hawthornfuneralhome.com

Graveside Service

SEP 22. 2:00 PM (CT)

Walton
Fairplay Community, TX 75633
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Tribute Wall

We are deeply sorry about the loss of your father. As you grieve,
know that we are remembering and honoring him. A Mass is being
held in his memory. Wishing you peace. The Gray Family

Denise - September 23, 2019 at 08:38 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Mr. Billy Ray Cranford.

September 23, 2019 at 03:10 PM

Bruce and Donna Bell purchased the Medium Dis
h Garden for the family of Mr. Billy Ray Cranford.

Bruce and Donna Bell - September 22, 2019 at 03:13 PM

"Those we love don't go away, they walk besides us everyday". We
will always remember Bill's beautiful smile and kindness. We are
celebrating his resurrection, may God give you all the strength
during this difficult time. Much Love..The Lotero's Family

Carlos Lotero - September 20, 2019 at 04:25 PM
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From Your friends at Houston Methodist OFC
purchased the Large Basket Garden for the
family of Mr. Billy Ray Cranford.

From Your friends at Houston Methodist OFC - September
20, 2019 at 02:25 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr.
Billy Ray Cranford.

September 20, 2019 at 07:51 AM

MAY God bless you all and my prayers are with you all.l am the
daughter of Jennie Mae Holt Ballard and granddaughter of Willan
Lively Holt who is a brother of EImer Holt Cranford.l just barely
remember Billy .| know y'all made alot of memories and cherished
them. Take care.

Elaine Ross - September 19, 2019 at 05:57 PM

Elaine Ross lit a candle in memory of Mr. Billy 1

Ray Cranford

Elaine Ross - September 19, 2019 at 05:49 PM
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We’re so sorry for your loss, He will be missed. Prayers and love to the
family.
Jerry and Clair Sandel

clair Sandel - September 20, 2019 at 10:30 AM

Sorry for the loss of Mr. Billy, but the sorrow here on Earth
cannot compare to the glorious homecoming and reunion in
Heaven. God Bless.

Kenneth and Brenda Pierce

Kenneth Pierce - September 20, 2019 at 06:23 PM



